Buglife Cymru’s Autumn
Oil Beetle Hunt
Last spring we asked for your help in recording
oil beetles in Wales, and thanks to your help
we now have a much better idea of where
these threatened beetles are; we can now use
this information to help to protect and enhance
the wildflower-rich habitats upon which the beetles rely.
You may have now caught the oil beetle recording ‘bug’ and can’t wait til next spring to get
out and look for more beetles. Well, fear not
though as this is the time of year that our third
and most elusive species of oil beetle in Wales
– the Rugged oil beetle - emerges.
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Already, the project has led to the discovery of
many new sites for oil beetles in Wales, and in
England we rediscovered the Mediterranean oil
beetle after we thought it was extinct in the
UK! Like its Rugged counterpart, Mediterranean oil beetle (Meloe mediterranaeus) is also
nocturnal and active during the Autumn and
Winter months This species may be present in
South Wales and your sightings can really
make a difference.
If you see any large, conspicuous black beetles
on your travels please submit your sightings
and a photo to our Oil beetle survey page

here: https://www.buglife.org.uk/activitiesfor-you/wildlife-surveys/oil-beetle-hunt?
info=submit . Our Oil beetle Identification
guide (https://www.buglife.org.uk/wales-oilbeetle-survey ) will help you identify your
beetles, but even if you’re unsure please
send in your record anyway as we have experts at hand to identify them from your
photographs.
Diolch!
Clare Dinham
Buglife Cymru

Meole mediterraneus
Photo: John Walters
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Seaweeds of Britain and
Ireland
The cool temperate waters of the British and
Irish seas contain an astonishing 6% of the
world’s algal species, more than 600 different
seaweeds, and yet most divers, snorkellers
and rockpoolers can put names to only a
handful of them. Fortunately, the second edition of 'Seaweeds of Britain and Ireland' written by four authors with Pembrokeshrie connections has just been published.
Francis and Anne both live in Pembrokeshire. Francis is a freelance marine biologist
and Anne works for Natural Resources
Wales. Juliet and Christine both worked for
the Field Studies Council in Pembrokeshire
before moving on to the academic seaweed
world.

Francis had a small grant from the British Phycological Society but otherwise the authors
gifted their time to the Marine Conservation
Society who lead "Seasearch" - a volunteer
underwater survey project for recreational divers to record observations of marine habitats
and the life they support.
The second edition of Seaweeds of Britain
and Ireland describes over 230 species, including more than 50 species which did not
appear in the first edition, so it will be a useful
addition to your natural history book collection.
Available to pick up from Anne at a reduced
rate!
Anne Bunker
abunker@marineseen.com
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Sea Trust: Gathering Data to
Inform Conservation

ferry or small boat surveys. Our workforce
has been greatly enhanced over the years
by graduate and post -graduate interns from
all over Europe and the UK.

Sea Trust was first formed in 2003 as a section
of the Wildlife Trust SW Wales. Before that we
existed as an ad hoc group of sea bird enthusiasts with an interest in marine wildlife in general, known as “Strumblers” from the main location of our operations; Strumble Head, Pembrokeshire.

We started our Stena Europe Ferry Surveys
back in April 2004 and have carried out surveys on a monthly basis, during suitable
weather windows, creating a reliable and up
to date picture of year-round cetacean activity. Additionally, Dr Tony Gallon and other
volunteers based in the north of Wales are
conducting ferry surveys from the Stena Superfast ferry on the Holyhead to Dublin
Route. We also undertake almost daily
(weather permitting) land based surveys at
Strumble Head and Fishguard Harbour
throughout the year.

Ten years later we fledged from The WTSWW
and became a Community Interest Company
(not for profit). Since then we have been based
at the Ocean Lab on the seafront of Fishguard
Harbour, where we also maintain a marine exhibition and work with school groups and other
educational establishments.
Our mission statement is: “Local people looking
after their marine wildlife” and our aims are
conservation, education and awareness raising. We have a core group of around twenty
experienced volunteers that help us out on a
regular basis with more than a hundred experienced volunteer observers on call for our

Since our formation, Sea Trust Volunteers
have been surveying the waters around the
Pembrokeshire Coast, including the Southern Irish Sea, Bristol Channel and beyond
into the Celtic Sea. Our data is handed on
to the West Wales Biodiversity Information
Centre and in turn it is passed on to the National Biodiversity Network. Sea Trust has
provided more than 95% of all their offshore
records.
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“Sea Trust is, as always, the largest contributor of cetacean records to our record centre
database. The record density map of the
West Wales region shows this very
well. Most records more than 1km offshore
are from Sea Trust with the exception of the
islands and a few others. This map is viewable on our website page
at www.wwbic.org.uk/wildlife-recording/ “
(Colin Russell, West Wales Biodiversity Information
Centre )

We have recorded Great Whales including
Fin, Humpback, and Minke as well as four
species of dolphin - Bottlenose, Common,
Risso’s and Orca. From the shore, we have
concentrated on Harbour Porpoises, and
more recently pioneered photo identification
of these little whales, recently creating a
catalogue of more than thirty marked individuals mainly from the Strumble Head tidal
area. We are also creating a catalogue of
marked Bottlenose Dolphins that visit Fishguard Bay.
Please get in touch if you’d like to know more
about our work or volunteer for our surveys.
Cliff Benson
Sea Trust
seatrustwales@gmail.com

The Welsh ‘Seed Cluster’
A new initiative is seeking farmers and market growers in Wales who might be interested in adding vegetable seed growing to
their enterprise.

The initiative will provide training and mentoring, and will also put growers in touch with potential customers for seed crops. Farm visits
from an experienced seed producer as well as
training sessions and phone/email advice will
be available to help newcomers produce really
good high quality seeds.
Seed can be a relatively high value / low
space crop, and where it is grown under cover
can also be useful in adding diversity to tunnel
rotations. There is also the satisfaction of
producing a crop of Welsh seed well adapted
to our climate that will go out to hundreds of
other growers in the country!
For more information about the Welsh Seed
Cluster, please get in touch.
Kate McEvoy
Real Seeds
kate@realseeds.co.uk
07847 700438.

The initiative is a spin-out from the Seed
Sovereignty Programme, which aims to develop a resilient, agroecological seed system across the UK and Ireland. With genetic and agro-biodiversity as its central focus, the programme is underpinned by the
principles of seed and food sovereignty - the
right to locally adapted seed, available to
all.
Ant Rogers — Biodiversity Implementation Officer
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Volunteers Needed for
Exciting New Pathways
Project
If you want to experience more of what
Pembrokeshire’s great outdoors has to offer
but are unsure of where to go or what to do, the
new Pathways project can help steer you in the
right direction.
Run by the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park
Authority and funded by the Welsh
Government, Pathways aims to help more
people spend time in the outdoors by providing
volunteering, learning and training opportunities
in the National Park and nearby areas.

In addition, the project will continue to
provide support to groups that work with
people to help them make better use of the
outdoors.
The project is looking to recruit volunteers
of all ages, abilities and backgrounds to
work in groups to carry out practical projects
at locations in and around the National
Park.
Volunteers will need to be aged 16 or over
and, in the early stages of the project, will
need to be able to commit a full day at a
time. There are also plans to provide some
shorter opportunities to better meet some
people’s needs.

The project is designed to remove some of the
barriers faced by people wishing to explore the
countryside with transport provided for many of
the activities.

The volunteers will tackle practical tasks
ranging from footpath repairs, hedgelaying,
grassland and woodland management, as
well as other conservation projects both in
the National Park and closer to where many
people live.

The project will provide more than 2,000
volunteering experiences over a three-year
period, and will focus on people who want to
improve their health and wellbeing, as well as
gain new experiences and skills as they make
environmental improvements for communities
in and around Pembrokeshire Coast National
Park.

Pathways will create a personal development plan for each volunteer so that they
can work towards something they want to
achieve and can be signposted to other
relevant training or groups in order to continue their development.
If you would like to become a Pathways volunteer contact Tom Iggleden by emailing
tomi@pembrokeshirecoast.org.uk or call
07866 771190.
If you are a group or organisation interested
in exploring how Pathways can help you
achieve your goals contact Tom Moses by
emailing tomm@pembrokeshirecoast.org.uk
or call 07773 788205.
Medi George
PCNPA
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Summertime on Wildlife
Trust Reserves
Since the beginning of spring, Pembrokeshire reserves have been rested from the
winter mayhem of contractors undertaking
large scale habitat works and volunteers running wild with bowsaws, loppers and bonfires! Things begin to quieten down and the
breeding season gets well underway. The
focus now shifts more to maintenance work
of reserve infrastructure such as fences, footpaths and bird hides, the control of native
and non-native invasive species such as
bracken and Himalayan balsam, and general
species survey work.
At Teifi Marshes, work has started on installing a new boardwalk that replaces part of an
old structure on the Wetland Trail that is in a
state of disrepair. This project is being
funded by the Tesco ‘Bags of Help’ fund and
Natural Resources Wales. It is being erected
by contractors and due for completion at the

end of September. Further work on installing a
new boardwalk at Llangloffan Fen is also underway, again funded by Natural Resources
Wales. Maintenance work on footpaths on
other reserves is undertaken by volunteers on
a weekly basis and mainly involves clearing
encroaching scrub and repairing steps and
gates.
Most Wildlife Trust reserves in Pembrokeshire
are lucky not to suffer too greatly from nonnative invasive species with only Teifi
Marshes and Pembroke Upper Mill Pond significantly affected. Work continues at these
sites to pull stands of Himalayan balsam
wherever found and treat areas of Japanese
knotweed - another species quickly expanding
its range in the wider countryside.
Himalayan Balsam

Boardwalk maintenance

Species survey and monitoring work occurs
on all reserves throughout the year and varies
from site to site, season to season and species to species.
Ant Rogers — Biodiversity Implementation Officer
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More work takes place during summer months
as this is when most of our wildlife comes alive
and when more people are keen to experience
the biodiversity in their locality. The list of surveys includes bird ringing at Teifi Marshes, bat
surveys at Pengelli Forest, reptile surveys at
Llangloffan Fen, otter and small mammal surveys at Pembroke Upper Mill Pond, butterfly
surveys at West Williamston and plant surveys
on Dowrog Common.

Colour ringed Reed Buntings
Summertime is also an exciting time for a land
manager as it allows the outcomes of habitat
work undertaken during winter months to show
themselves. The open water creation and enhancement projects on Dowrog Common,
Pembroke Upper Mill Pond, Llangloffan Fen
and Teifi Marshes have certainly proved successful, with species such as frogs, toads,
dragonflies and damselflies, wetland birds and
aquatic plants being well recorded.
Nathan Walton
Wildlife Trust Officer,
Pembrokeshire

10 Years and 10 MILLION
Wildlife Records
The work of the Local Environmental Records Centres was showcased at University
of Wales Trinity St David (UWTSD) on Friday, July 14th 2017 with the launch of digital tools to assist professionals in accessing
this important data which pinpoints the biodiversity of Wales by collating recordings of
species sightings by individual biological
recorders.
Speaking at the launch, Colin Russell, Manager of West Wales Biodiversity Information
Centre said: “Today marks a decade of efforts across Wales by both professionals
and volunteers tasked with recording our
unique biodiversity.
Without knowing what’s out there, we can’t
take the action required to protect our natural environment and the diversity of species.
The work in the field by dedicated volunteers and professionals combined with the
digital tools we provide means that we can
now offer reports and maps online and with
great accuracy and speed. We provide free
and paid-for search and reporting services
together with websites allowing anyone in
Wales to record anything interesting that
they spot. We accept records of all wildlife,
not just the rare and interesting, from a
House sparrow to a Humming-bird Hawk
moth.”
In a unique collaboration that has seen volunteers, trained recorders, local ecologists
and biologists working together to compile
and share local records using digital technology, Wales now has an up to date records service available online to assist planners tasked with protecting, enhancing and
considering environmental impacts and potential changes due to climate change. This
collaborative network is unique in the UK.
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Until 2000, there was no coordinated repository for information on the whereabouts of
the species, habitats and sites which make
up Wales’ unique and important biodiversity.
Many organisations and individuals worked
hard to record wildlife and manage records of
their sightings, but there was no simple way
of bringing this data together to ‘see the
bigger picture’ of how wildlife was distributed across Wales, or how it was faring in
the light of a range of pressures from development, land-use change and climate
change.
Following the successful establishment of the
Biodiversity Information Service (BIS) for
Powys and Brecon Beacons National Park in
2000, partnerships were formed across
Wales and, in 2007, the network of four
Welsh Local Environmental Records Centres
(or LERCs) was completed with the launch of
West Wales Biodiversity Information Centre.
Wales became at the time, and remains to
this day, the only nation in the UK with a
complete network of LERCs.
The four LERCs, each established as an independent not-for-profit company, have
closely collaborated and shared expertise
since 2007. Recognition of this close collaboration and shared vision grew over the years,
culminating in the formation of a consortium
to formalise the partnership in 2015 under
the banner Local Environmental Records
Centres Wales.

In 2016 LERC Wales launched its Aderyn
website http://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/ which
uses a collated Wales-wide database and allows visitors to view the distribution of all of
Wales’ species, as well as providing a ‘What’s
in my Area?’ service which allows them to
view a list of species recorded in their area of
interest.
As well as two guest speakers, the tenth anniversary event included the launch and showcasing of new modules of Aderyn, which allow
registered professional users increased access to the shared data resource of the LERC
Wales partnership, which now stands at 10
million unique biological records.
The event included talks, demonstrations and
Q&A sessions allowing those present to
explore the range of tools available including
data input portals and search modules for
planners and ecological professionals.
The tools launched and demonstrated will
help cement the role of the Welsh Local
Environmental Records Centres (LERCs) as
key organisations in growing an evidence
base fit for Wales.
Colin Russell
West Wales Biodiversity Information Centre

LERC Staff 2007
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Nature Conservation at
South Hook LNG Terminal
Since 2006, over 100 acres to the west of the
Terminal has been dedicated to nature conservation. South Hook LNG manages this area, in
conjunction with the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority (PCNPA).
Controlled and limited access to the Nature
Conservation Area (NCA), supported by active
monitoring programmes and conservation management, has allowed a mosaic of habitats to
develop, ranging from wet and dry scrub to
grassland and both seasonal and permanent
ponds. Evolving habitats have allowed many
species to thrive in the pools, which were originally created by the depression of large oil storage tanks once located in the area, as part of
the Haven’s refining history.

Through the successful implementation of
woody shrub management, the development
and biodiversity of habitats has further been

encouraged within the NCA. This has included the clearance of willow and the nonnative invasive plant, Monbretia from a significant area around one of the ponds.
During 2015, as part of a management programme, a herd of six native Welsh ponies
was introduced to graze a designated area
within the NCA, beginning a process of
natural maintenance. Due to the success of
this programme, a larger herd of ten ponies
grazed a slightly extended fenced area so
that other areas may benefit from the grazing.

This low level grazing inhibits the encroachment of scrub (such as gorse and brambles)
and allows the area to be kept ‘open’ for traditional grassland and cliff top flowering
plants, such as Orchids, Sea Thrift, Sea
Campion, Violets and encourage anthill formation, all of which are observed throughout the conservation area. The hoof prints
can also open up the sward for opportunist
seeding by flowering plants, to the benefit of
the local wildlife and environment.
Mariam Dalziel
South Hook LNG Terminal
Company Ltd
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Biodiversity Events
October—January
Date

Title

9th
October
19:30

The Rivers Trust Join The Wildlife Trust’s Mid
of West Wales Pembrokeshire local group for a talk
Cashfield
by Roger Burns about The Rivers
Community
Trust of West Wales. Entry is £2 and
Centre,
includes tea/coffee and biscuits.
Haverfordwest.

17th
October
19:30

From Dormice to
Buffalo.
A talk by Nathan Walton of the
Foundry House
Wildlife Trust of South and West
Community
Wales.
Centre,
Pembroke.

Christine Jones
01646 673912

Unknown Wales
Conference.
National
Museum of
Wales, Cardiff.

Bookings:
01656 724100

th

28
October
10:00

Information

Contact

The 2017 Unknown Wales
Conference, run in conjunction with
the National Museum of Wales to
celebrate the unknown aspects of
Welsh wildlife,

Welsh Beaver
Introduction
st
21
Programme.
A talk by Alicia Leow-Dyke of the
November Foundry House Wildlife Trust of South and West
19:30
Community
Wales.
Centre,
Pembroke.

John Steer
01646 278966
biojohn@tiscali.
co.uk

Christine Jones
01646 673912

Booking
26th
Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire Annual Bird
Essential:
November Annual Bird
conference, featuring a wide range of
bob.rushmoor1
09:30
Conference
speakers.
@tiscali.co.uk
The Bug Farm.
19
Foundry House
A talk by Dr Sarah Beynon of the Bug Christine Jones
December Community
Farm, St David’s.
01646 673912
19:30
Centre,
Pembroke.
th
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PNP Contact Details

Nature Newsletters

Biodiversity Implementation Officer:
Ant Rogers. Tel - 01437 764551
anthony.rogers@pembrokeshire.gov.uk

Mae'r cylch-lythyr hwn ar gael yng
Nghymraeg, cysylltwch â Ant am gopi
cymraeg.

Pembrokeshire Nature Partnership website:
www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk (search - biodiversity)
Wales Biodiversity website:
www.biodiversitywales.org.uk

PNP would like to thank all those who
contributed to this newsletter. If you would
like to write an article for the next
newsletter please contact Ant.

Opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the author of the article and may not represent the position of the wider Partnership or it’s constituent members.

PNP Members
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