Pembrokeshire County Council Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening             
Apr 2008

This document seeks to screen plans and programmes to establish whether an assessment is required according to the Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) (Amendments) Regulations 2007.  The Responsible Authority has considered the criteria included within the 2005 Draft Annex to draft Technical Advice Note 5 guidance and has determined that at this stage it is not possible to determine whether the production of the Local Development Plan for Pembrokeshire County Council is likely to / not likely to have significant effects on a European site (alone or in combination with other plans or projects) and will therefore require further screening for a Habitats Regulations Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) and Regulation 85B of the Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) (Amendments) Regulations 2007, as amended.  There is a requirement for pSPAs, cSACs and Ramsar sites to be included within the Habitats Regulations Assessment process.
	SECTION 1: Plan details



	Title of the plan/programme


	Pembrokeshire County Council Local Development Plan

	Plan purpose


	To set the framework for development in the County

	What prompted the plan (e.g. legislative, regulatory or administrative provision)?
	Legislation - Part 6 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (The Act) requires the Council to prepare a Local Development Plan (LDP)

	Plan subject (e.g. transport)
	Planning


	Period covered by the plan
	2011 – 2021


	Frequency of plan updates
	Review every 4 years


	Plan area
	1,015 sq kms


	Brief description of the plan
	The Local Development Plan (LDP) will set out the strategy and policy framework for the development and conservation needs of Pembrokeshire (excluding the area of National Park designation) for a 10 year period, from 2011 to 2021.  It will detail policies and proposals for the development and use of land in Pembrokeshire, and will be used by the Council to guide and control development, providing a basis for the consistent determination of planning applications

	Date of screening


	4 January 2008

	Contact details of lead officer


	Stephen Hurr

Telephone 01437 775366


SECTION 2: Assessment criteria
1.) Which European sites are within or close to the plan/project area? (list all including central grid reference and area and also include location map as appendix)

UK0020020 Carmarthen Bay and Estuaries SAC (Part) SS357991 area 66101.16 ha
UK0012712 Cardigan Bay SAC (Part) SN214641 area 95860.36 ha
UK 0013116 Pembrokeshire Marine SAC (Part) SM503093 area 138069.45 ha
UK0030229 North West Pembrokeshire Commons SAC (Part) SM776273 area 248.89 ha
UK0030227 North Pembrokeshire Woodlands SAC (Part) SN046345 area 315.68 ha
UK0014793 Pembrokeshire Bat Sites and Bosherston Lakes SAC (Orielton) SR966954 area 122.44 ha
UK0012598 Preseli SAC (Part) SN110320 area 2705.9 ha
UK0012670 Afon Teifi SAC (Part) SN515508 area 715.58 ha
UK 0030074 Afonydd Cleddau SAC (Part) SM938249 area 750.73 ha
UK0030305 Yerbeston Tops SAC (All) SN057099 area 18.81 ha
UK 9014091 Carmarthen Bay SPA (Part) SS280971 area 33411.27 ha

Sites which are outside the plan area, which should be considered:
UK0014787 Limestone Coast of SW Wales SAC (in park) SR885969 area 1594.53 ha

UK0013045 St. David’s SAC SM728285 area 935.47 ha
UK0030144 Gweunydd Blaencleddau SAC SN155317 area 150.11 ha

UK9014061 Castlemartin Coast SPA SR885999 area 1122.32 ha
UK9014062 Ramsey and St. David’s Peninsula SPA SM728284 area 845.63 ha
UK9014041 Grassholm SPA SM598092 area 10.73 ha
UK9014051 Skomer and Skokholm SPA SM728092 area 427.71 ha
UK0020019 Carmarthen Bay Dunes SAC SN285074 area 1206.32 ha

A summary map is included in Appendix A.

2.) What are the features of the European site/sites species and/or habitats and what is the condition
?  (Note that other features of the site which are not notified under the Habitats Directive (SAC / SPA), e.g. SSSI – may also need to be considered).  Source of Condition: CCW.  Note that condition for the marine SACs (Carmarthen Bay and Estuaries; Cardigan Bay; and Pembrokeshire Marine) is provisional.
UK0020020 Carmarthen Bay and Estuaries SAC (Part) 
1110 Sandbanks which are slightly covered by sea water all the time – unfavourable (March 2007)
1130 Estuaries – favourable (unfavourable March 2007)
1140 Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide – favourable (unfavourable March 2007)
1160 Large shallow inlets and bays – favourable
1310 Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and sand – favourable
1330 Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae) – unfavourable
1103 Twaite shad Alosa fallax – unfavourable (no change)
1095 Sea lamprey Petromyzon marinus – unfavourable
1099 River lamprey Lampetra fluviatilis – unfavourable
1102 Allis shad Alosa alosa – unfavourable (no change)
1355 Otter Lutra lutra - favourable
UK0012712 Cardigan Bay SAC (Part) 
1110 Sandbanks which are slightly covered by sea water all the time – unfavourable (not assessed March 2007)
1170 Reefs – favourable (not assessed March 2007)
8330 Submerged or partially submerged sea caves – favourable
1349 Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus – favourable (maintained) (not assessed March 2007)
1095 Sea lamprey Petromyzon marinus – unfavourable
1099 River lamprey Lampetra fluviatilis – unfavourable
1364 Grey seal Halichoerus grypus – favourable (maintained)
UK0013116 Pembrokeshire Marine SAC (Part) 
1130 Estuaries – unfavourable (declining)
1160 Large shallow inlets and bays – unfavourable (declining)
1170 Reefs – unfavourable (no change)
1110 Sandbanks which are slightly covered by sea water all the time – unfavourable (no change)
1140 Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide – unfavourable (declining)
1150 Coastal lagoons – favourable
1330 Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae) – unfavourable (declining)
8330 Submerged or partially submerged sea caves – favourable
1364 Grey seal Halichoerus grypus – unfavourable (no change) (favourable maintained March 2007)
1441 Shore dock Rumex rupestris – favourable
1095 Sea lamprey Petromyzon marinus – unfavourable (declining)
1099 River lamprey Lampetra fluviatilis – unfavourable
1102 Allis shad Alosa alosa – not assessed
1103 Twaite shad Alosa fallax – not assessed
1355 Otter Lutra lutra – favourable
UK0030229 North West Pembrokeshire Commons SAC (part on boundary)

4030 European dry heaths – unfavourable (recovering)
7140 Transition mires and quaking bogs – unfavourable (unclassified)
4010 Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix – unfavourable (recovering)
1831 Floating water-plantain Luronium natans – unfavourable (unclassified)
UK0030227 North Pembrokeshire Woodlands SAC (part)

91A0 Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and Blechnum in the British Isles – unfavourable (declining)
91E0 Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae) – favourable (maintained)
1308 Barbastelle bat Barbastella barbastellus – favourable (unclassified)
UK0014793 Pembrokeshire Bat Sites and Bosherston Lakes SAC (Orielton)

3140 Hard oligo-mesotrophic waters with benthic vegetation of Chara spp. – unfavourable (unclassified)
1304 Greater horseshoe bat Rhinolophus ferrumequinum – favourable (unclassified)
1303 Lesser horseshoe bat Rhinolophus hipposideros – favourable (unclassified)
1355 Otter Lutra lutra – unfavourable (unclassified)
UK0012598 Preseli SAC (part on boundary)

4010 Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix – unfavourable (unclassified)
4030 European dry heaths – unfavourable (unclassified)
7150 Depressions on peat substrates of the Rhynchosporion – favourable (maintained)
7230 Alkaline fens – favourable (unclassified)
1044 Southern damselfly Coenagrion mercuriale – favourable (maintained)
1065 Marsh fritillary butterfly Euphydryas (Eurodryas, Hypodryas) aurinia – unfavourable (unclassified)
1393 Slender green feather-moss Drepanocladus (Hamatocaulis) vernicosus – favourable (maintained)
UK0012670 Afon Teifi SAC (Part) 
3260 Water courses of plain to montane levels with the Ranunculion fluitantis and Callitricho-Batrachion vegetation – favourable (maintained)
3130 Oligotrophic to mesotrophic standing waters with vegetation of the Littorelletea uniflorae and/or of the Isoëto-Nanojuncetea – favourable (unclassified)
1096 Brook lamprey Lampetra planeri – unfavourable (unclassified)
1099 River lamprey Lampetra fluviatilis – unfavourable (unclassified)
1106 Atlantic salmon Salmo salar – unfavourable (unclassified)
1163 Bullhead Cottus gobio – unfavourable (unclassified)
1355 Otter Lutra lutra – favourable (maintained)
1831 Floating water-plantain Luronium natans – favourable (maintained)
1095 Sea lamprey Petromyzon marinus – unfavourable (unclassified)
UK0030074 Afonydd Cleddau SAC (Part) 
3260 Water courses of plain to montane levels with the Ranunculion fluitantis and Callitricho-Batrachion vegetation – favourable (maintained)
7110 Active raised bogs – unfavourable (unclassified)
91E0 Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae) – unfavourable (unclassified)
1096 Brook lamprey Lampetra planeri – unfavourable (unclassified)
1099 River lamprey Lampetra fluviatilis – unfavourable (unclassified)
1163 Bullhead Cottus gobio – unfavourable (unclassified)
1355 Otter Lutra lutra – favourable (maintained)
1095 Sea lamprey Petromyzon marinus – unfavourable (unclassified)
UK0030305 Yerbeston Tops SAC (All)

6410 Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-laden soils (Molinion caeruleae) – unfavourable
1065 Marsh fritillary butterfly Euphydryas (Eurodryas, Hypodryas) aurinia – unfavourable
UK9014091 Carmarthen Bay SPA (Part)

Common Scoter Melanitta nigra – not assessed (from Natura 2000 data form - 1% of the population over winter)
The Natura 2000 sites which are outside the Plan area are also screened for Habitats Regulations Assessment.  There are 8 sites.
UK0014787 Limestone Coast of SW Wales SAC 
1230 Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts – unfavourable (declining*)
2130 Fixed dunes with herbaceous vegetation (‘grey dunes’) – unfavourable (declining*)
4030 European dry heaths – unfavourable (declining)
6210 Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies: on calcareous substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) – unfavourable (un-classified*)
8310 Caves not open to the public – favourable (maintained*)
8330 Submerged or partially submerged sea caves – favourable*

1304 Greater horseshoe bat Rhinolophus ferrumequinum – favourable (maintained*)
1654 Early gentian Gentianella anglica – unfavourable (no-change*)
1395 Petalwort Petalophyllum ralfsii – favourable (maintained*)
UK0013045 St. David’s SAC 
1230 Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts – unfavourable (recovering)
4030 European dry heaths – unfavourable (recovering)
1831 Floating water-plantain Luronium natans – favourable (maintained)
UK0030144 Gweunydd Blaencleddau SAC
4010 Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix – unfavourable (recovering)
7130 Blanket bogs – unfavourable (recovering)
6410 Molinia Meadows – unfavourable (recovering)
7140 Transition mires and quaking bogs – unfavourable

7230 Alkaline fens – favourable (maintained)
1065 Marsh fritillary butterfly Euphydryas (Eurodryas, Hypodryas) aurinia – unfavourable

1044 Southern damselfly Coenagrion mercuriale – favourable

UK9014061 Castlemartin Coast SPA 
Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax – favourable
UK9014062 Ramsey and St. David’s Peninsula SPA 
Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax – favourable
UK9014041 Grassholm SPA 
Gannet Morus bassanus – favourable
UK9014051 Skomer and Skokholm SPA 
Razorbill Alca torda – favourable
Atlantic Puffin Fratercula arctica – favourable
Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus – not assessed
Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus – not assessed
UK0020019 Carmarthen Bay Dunes SAC– NB need to check condition – see CCW
2110 Embryonic shifting dunes
2120 Shifting dunes along the shoreline with Ammophila arenaria (‘white dunes’)
2130 Fixed dunes with herbaceous vegetation (‘grey dunes’)  * Priority feature
2170 Dunes with Salix repens ssp. argentea (Salicion arenariae)
2190 Humid dune slacks
1014 Narrow-mouthed whorl snail Vertigo angustior
1395 Petalwort Petalophyllum ralfsii
1903 Fen orchid Liparis loeselii
The condition of features is based on CCW assessments.

3.) Is the plan directly connected with or necessary to the management of the European site?
NO
4a.) Describe the individual elements of the plan likely to give rise to impacts on the Natura 2000 site or sites, consider effects both alone and in combination with other plans or projects.

The Local Development Plan (LDP) will set out the strategy and policy framework for the development and conservation needs of Pembrokeshire (excluding the area of National Park designation) for a 10 year period, from 2011 to 2021.  It will detail policies and proposals for the development and use of land in Pembrokeshire, and will be used by the Council to guide and control development, providing a basis for the consistent determination of planning applications.  The preparation of the LDP is at an early stage therefore specific proposals and policies have not been developed.  The LDP will continue to be screened throughout the plan preparation process to ensure that any impacts on Natura 2000 sites are identified from the start.
4b.) Describe any likely direct, indirect or secondary impacts of the project or plan (alone or in combination with other projects or plans) on each feature of each site/s in view of the sites conservation objectives by virtue of: 
· Size and scale, magnitude and extent of effects (define boundaries for cumulative effects)

· pathway of effects (e.g. via water, air, etc.)

· Accumulation of effects in time or space

· Land-take
· Distance to the Natura 2000 site or key features of the site
· Resource requirements (water abstraction etc.)
· Emissions (disposal to land, water or air)
· Physical changes – e.g. Excavation requirements, piling, dredging

· Duration of construction, operation, decommissioning etc.

· Transportation requirements

· Others (as appropriate)

Note: Where conservation objectives are not available follow the checklist where possible to identify potential effects.
In identifying in combination effects, other plans which may give rise to significant effects in combination include:  

· PCC plans/projects AND other Competent Authorities Plans (Ceredigion, Carmarthenshire, Pembrokeshire Coast National Park)
· Plans which are not consented, have incomplete consents/permissions, the consents/permissions not started, consents subject to ongoing review

· All applications which have been lodged and not determined yet
· All refusals subject to appeal

· All proposals in adopted plans

· All proposals in published draft plans

In each case assess whether or not the potential cumulative impacts are likely to be significant.
The conservation objectives for the sites will not be available until 2008, these will therefore be used to carry out further screening when they are available.
The LDP is at initial preparation and therefore policies and proposals have not been developed.  The plan will undergo screening at various stages in the process to ensure that the likely significant effects on any of the Natura 2000 sites will be identified from the outset.  While specific impacts cannot be identified, generic threats to the Natura 2000 sites have been listed for information for each of the Natura 2000 sites in the plan area (see below).  These threats provide the basis for identifying any future impacts on Natura 2000 sites.  Any site specific effects from policies and any other threats will also be identified throughout the process.  The sites outside of the plan area have also been included as the plan may potentially affect sites outside of the area.  Some threats arise from activities outside the remit and/or control of the Local Development Plan; however threats might have an impact in combination with effects derived from this LDP.
Potential effects from the Local Development Plan
There are other possible effects from the Local Development Plan which have been listed below.  This list is not exhaustive, therefore there may be other effects not identified here. Please note that screening will be undertaken at various stages of production of the LDP to determine the potential effects on each site as the plan progresses.  

Potential effects from the LDP:

· Loss of habitat through development

· Disturbance of species 

· Loss of feeding area

· Changes in water chemistry

· Increased loading on rivers WWTW, STW

· Water quantity issues – drainage, abstractions, impacts on sites with hydrological links

· Inappropriate management

· Changes in agricultural practices

· Industrial activity

· Effects during different stages – construction, operation, decommissioning etc.

· Pollution, from industrial processes, traffic

· Increased traffic

· Recreation – increase in visitors, disturbance, pollution, litter

· Waste

· Minerals – aggregates (sand and gravel), quarries.
The effects of climate change are also likely to impact on Natura 2000 sites for example through flooding, changes in temperature and flood defence works.  This will also need consideration throughout future screening.

These potential effects will be assessed against each of the Natura 2000 sites in more detail following the identification of policies for the LDP.  Other site specific effects will also be identified.

Carmarthen Bay and Estuaries SAC

Flood defence or coastal defence works (outside remit of LDP).
Potential threats from fisheries and shellfish management (outside remit of LDP).
Aggregate dredging (outside remit of LDP).
Water quality (indirectly).
Cardigan Bay SAC

Bottlenose dolphin, porpoise and seals are vulnerable to disturbance from seismic surveys and sea based recreation (outside remit of LDP).

Environmental contaminants such as mercury and PCBs in dolphin prey (outside remit of LDP).  
Entanglement of marine mammals in fishing nets (outside remit of LDP).
Fisheries, damage to seabed habitats (outside remit of LDP).
Marine litter, military testing or ordnance (outside remit of LDP).  
Harbour dredging projects (outside remit of LDP).
Water quality (indirectly).
Pembrokeshire Marine SAC

Water quality issues.
Marine communities vulnerable to damage from certain fishing methods (outside remit of LDP).
Pollution from transport or exploration/ production of oil and gas (outside remit of LDP).

Northwest Pembrokeshire Commons SAC

Grazing regimes (outside remit of LDP).
Invasive species (outside remit of LDP).

North Pembrokeshire Woodlands SAC

Decline in traditional woodland management (outside remit of LDP).
Forestry (outside remit of LDP).
Fragmentation by coniferous afforestation.  
Disturbance of bat roost sites.
Inappropriate woodland management (outside remit of LDP).
Changes in agricultural practices (outside remit of LDP).
Feeding range of Barbastelle bat – not enough is known to identify the feeding range.

Pembrokeshire Bat Sites and Bosherston Lakes SAC

Water quality (including silt, water pollution (direct or diffuse), run-off, nutrient enrichment, eutrophication etc).
Water quantity (drought).  
Physical deterioration of roost buildings.  
Habitat loss and disturbance in key feeding/roosting areas.  
Otter population vulnerable to water quality, human disturbance, entanglement in fishing gear and habitat loss (human disturbance and fishing are outside remit).
Changes in agricultural practices for food supply of bats; insecticide use; climate change; loss of hedgerows (outside remit of LDP).
There is no definitive evidence for the feeding ranges of greater and lesser horseshoe bats, the distance from these maternity roosts, hibernation roosts, transitory roosts, however, bats are thought to forage in a 3-4km radius.

Preseli SAC

Habitats loss.

Grazing regime, particularly under-grazing (outside remit of LDP).
Changes to water quality and quantity (acidification indirectly through industrial processes and transport).
Physical disturbance.
Teifi SAC

Water quality (including silt, water pollution (direct or diffuse), run-off, nutrient enrichment, eutrophication etc). 
Water management (including drainage, dredging or alterations to the water table) (outside remit of LDP).
Flow rate (outside remit of LDP).
Future potential to affect abstractions and discharges (indirectly).  
Migratory fish vulnerable to obstacles to migration, overfishing (outside remit of LDP).
Damage to habitats outside the site.

Cleddau SAC

Water quality (including silt, water pollution (direct or diffuse), run-off, nutrient enrichment, eutrophication etc).
Water management (including drainage, dredging or alterations to the water table).  
Over-exploitation of fisheries (outside remit of LDP).
Non-native species of animal or plant.  
Otters are vulnerable to human disturbance, habitat loss, crossing highways, injury from fishing equipment (injury from fishing equipment outside remit of LDP).
Yerbeston Tops SAC

Loss of habitat.
Under-grazing (outside remit of LDP).
Carmarthen Bay SPA

Fisheries management indirectly affecting food supply (outside remit of LDP).

Water quality and pollution.

Sea-surface or aerial activity creating disturbance of feeding and/or resting scoter flocks (outside remit of LDP).

Disturbance from major infrastructure development (e.g. offshore energy generation).

Aggregate exploitation causing changes to the sediment structures or sediment transport regime (outside remit of LDP).

Major harbour infrastructure and maintenance regimes. 

On a broader scale long-term climatic change.
Other sites outside the county area to be screened
Limestone Coast of SW Wales SAC

Grazing regime (outside remit of LDP).
Invasive species.
Agricultural operations (e.g. ploughing, fertiliser, pesticides) (outside remit of LDP).
Recreational users.

Marine chemical/oil pollution (outside remit of LDP).

St. David’s SAC

Under-grazing (outside remit of LDP).
Agricultural improvement (outside remit of LDP).
Recreational pressures (if numbers increase).

Gweunydd Blaencleddau SAC

Under-grazing/grazing regimes (outside remit of LDP).

Invasive species (including bracken or scrub) (outside remit of LDP).

Multiple ownership issues (outside remit of LDP).

Castlemartin Coast SPA

Grazing regime/under grazing (outside remit of LDP).

Recreational use.

Ramsey and St. David’s Peninsula SPA

Disturbance.

Grazing regimes (outside remit of LDP).
Recreational pressures (outside remit of LDP).
Grassholm SPA

Marine pollution.

Changes in fishing methods (outside remit of LDP).
Skomer and Skokholm SPA 

Marine pollution.

Changes in fishing methods (outside remit of LDP).
Seasonal recreation pressures (outside remit of LDP).
Mink and rat colonisation (outside remit of LDP).
In-combination effects

The LDP may have a significant effect in combination with other plans, programmes or projects.  Other plans which may give rise to in-combination effects include:

· Wales Spatial Plan

· Regional Transport Plan

· Regional Waste Plan

· Pembrokeshire Coast National Park LDP

· Carmarthen County Council LDP
· Ceredigion County Council LDP

· Regional Technical Statement for South Wales Regional Aggregates Working Party
· Utilities plans or projects

· Environment Agency Plans
· Others as identified.
The LDP will have regard to in-combination effects at every stage of production.  There are other developments which could also have in-combination effects.  These plans, projects and proposals include JUDP allocations, consented projects, schemes submitted for planning permission but currently without consent, proposals at pre-application/feasibility assessment stage.  Guidance states that the Habitats Regulations Assessment take account of these types of plans, projects and proposals when determining the likely significant effect on Natura 2000 sites.  These potential developments have been identified due to their scale and strategic importance in the County and include:

· LNG developments at South Hook and Waterston
· Possible Waterston combined cycle gas turbine Power Station

· SemLogistics refurbishment, Waterston
· Pembroke power station

· Withybush strategic employment park
· Castle Pill Marina, Blackbridge, Milford Haven

· Slade Lane Housing

· Bluestone

· Marina development at Pembroke Dock – Martello Quay
· EON wave turbine, Ramsey

· Former RNAD, Milford Haven
· Former RNAD, Trecwn

· Fishguard marina development

· Housing sites at Monkton, and others

· Others as identified
Other potential future developments which may arise will also need to be considered.  For example development associated with: 
· Quarry/mineral site extensions, sand and gravel allocations
· Housing sites

· Energy industry 
· Other planning applications which 
· Development associated with tourism and recreation

· Landfill site extension, waste sites – Policy 135 of JUDP: Trecwn, Pembroke Power Station, Thornton Industrial Estate, Waterston Industrial  Estate
· Other industry including those which require large amounts of water
· Allocation of sites as a result of the Regional Waste Plan 1st Review.  

4c.) Describe any likely changes to the Natura 2000 sites arising as a result of:
· Reduction in habitat area (e.g. percentage loss)

· Disturbance to key species (e.g. duration or permanence, distance from site)

· Habitat or species fragmentation (e.g. duration or permanence, level in relation to original extent)

· Reduction in species density (e.g. timescale for replacement)

· Changes in key indicators of conservation value (e.g. relative change - water quality and quantity etc.)
· Climate change (note any effects to the site which may result from climate change)

· Any other potential changes or threats

· The likelihood of potential effects should be considered against the conservation objectives for each of the sites.

The LDP will have regard for any likely changes to the Natura 2000 sites as a result of reduction in habitat area, disturbance, habitat or species fragmentation, reduction in species density, changes in key indicators of conservation value, and climate change.  Any effects will be considered against the conservation objectives for each of the sites.
4d.) Describe any likely impacts on the features of the Natura 2000 sites as a whole in terms of:

· Interference with the key relationships that define the structure of the site
· Interference with key relationships that define the function of the site
The likely impacts on the features of the Natura 2000 sites cannot be identified at this stage.  
4e.) Provide indicators of significance as a result of the identification of effects set out above in terms of:
· Loss; fragmentation; disruption; disturbance; change to key elements of the site (e.g. water quality)
· Any other potential changes or threats

The appropriate indicators of significance will be set out at the later stages of LDP preparation when the specific effects have been identified.
5.) Describe from the above those elements of the plan, or combination of elements, where the above impacts are likely to be significant or where the scale or magnitude of impacts is not known.
At this early stage it is unknown whether there will be significant effects on Natura 2000 sites as a result of the LDP alone or in-combination with other plans or projects.  The LDP will therefore be subject to ongoing screening throughout preparation to ensure that any effects are identified early in the process and dealt with accordingly.  
6.) Is the plan for imperative reasons of overriding public interest? For example are there imperative economic, social or environmental reasons sufficient to justify the harm that may be caused to the international site(s)?  Also, are there imperative reasons of overriding public interest why the plan should be adopted, relating to human health, public safety or beneficial consequences of primary importance to the environment, or other reasons which are sufficient to justify the harm that may be caused to the international site(s)?

Not applicable at this stage
	SECTION 3: Consultation



	Consultees
	Comments
	Officer response

	Countryside Council for Wales


	Comments received in letter of 3 March 2008
	

	
	CCW welcomes and supports the screening document.
	Comment noted

	
	HRA of ‘land-use’ plans is required under Regulation 85B of the Conservation (Natural Habitats & c) (Amendments) Regulations 2007.
	Amended.

	
	Need to state which guidance documents, and version used.  The 2005 draft Annex to draft TAN5 guidance is likely to be revised/replaced.
	Reference to 2005 draft Annex to draft TAN5 guidance amended.  Further screening will take account of any updated/revised guidance as available.

	
	No reference has been made to the requirement for pSPAs, cSACs and Ramsar sites to be included.
	Amended to include pSPAs, cSACs and Ramsar sites.

	
	Section 4b (4a): CCW suggested for the purposes of HRA of the LDP, the word ‘project’ be replaced with ‘plan’.
	Amended

	
	CCW supports the proposals to screen the LDP throughout the plan process and would welcome discussions as to the appropriate stages of LDP development for re-screening.
	Noted.  Discussions with CCW will take place regarding re-screening, for example at preferred strategy stage.

	
	CCW notes and welcomes the intention to carry out further screening in the context of Natura 2000 sites’ conservation objectives.
	Noted.  Further screening will take place when conservation objectives for Natura 2000 sites are received.

	
	CCW notes that there may be significant effects other than those identified in the ‘generic threats’ section which may be overlooked.  
	Amended.  Other threats will also be identified throughout the screening process.

	
	CCW comment that some of the ‘threats’ are outside the remit and/ or beyond control of the LDP and this should be identified as beyond the scope of this HRA, except where these threats might cause effects ‘in combination’ with effects derived from this LDP.
	Those threats outside the remit of the LDP have been identified.

	
	CCW suggested that the generic section on potential threats from the LDP (page 8) be moved up to the first part of this section and that each of these potential threats be ‘applied’ to each Natura 2000 site, in turn, together with any other possible site specific effects derived from the LDP.
	The generic section on potential threats has been brought forward in the section.  These threats will be applied to each site in turn following receipt of the conservation objectives and at a later stage of re-screening.

	
	Reference should be made to the conservation objectives for each of the sites and for the need for this screening and the HRA process to consider the likelihood of potential effects against these conservation objectives.
	Noted and amended.

	
	Section 6: it is not necessary to consider issues related to ‘imperative reasons of overriding public interest’.
	Section changed to read ‘not applicable at this stage’.

	
	CCW hope that the provision of revised guidance on the HRA process will enable more clarity and consistency of approach across Wales and the UK.
	Comment noted.

	Environment Agency Wales


	No comments to add in letter of 19 February 2008

	Noted.

	Others as appropriate 


	None at this stage


	


	Data collected to carry out the assessment

	Who carried out the assessment?
	Sources of data
	Level of assessment completed

	Sustainability Appraisal Officer, Pembrokeshire CC

	JNCC website, CCW, Pembrokeshire CC Ecologist

	Desk top study

	Overall conclusions

	On the basis of the information collected and in consultation with the Countryside Council for Wales and Environment Agency Wales it is the Council’s opinion that the Pembrokeshire County Council Local Development Plan, to which this screening record relates is: (delete as appropriate)
a) not directly connected with or necessary to the management of any European sites; and

b) not likely to have significant effects on European sites (including in combination with other plans and projects); OR

c) likely to have significant effects on European sites (including in combination with other plans and projects) and will require Appropriate Assessment; OR

d) there is doubt / uncertainty about any significant effects and it has been determined that a precautionary approach is necessary and further screening at later stages / an Appropriate Assessment  will be undertaken.  
Accordingly, further screening will be required of those effects under the Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations 1994, before the Council decides to undertake, or give any consent, permission or other authorisation for this plan.  
The LDP will be screened at various stages throughout production as policies emerge.  Discussions with CCW will be undertaken to determine the most appropriate stages of the plan development to undertake any re-screening (e.g. Preferred Strategy stage).
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� Favourable – maintained: An interest feature should be recorded as maintained when its conservation objectives were being met at the previous assessment, and are still being met.


Favourable – recovered: An interest feature can be recorded as having recovered if it has regained favourable condition, having been recorded as unfavourable on the previous assessment.


Unfavourable – recovering: An interest feature can be recorded as recovering after damage if it has begun to show, or is continuing to show, a trend towards favourable condition.


Unfavourable - no change: An interest feature may be retained in a more-or-less steady state by repeated or continuing damage; it is unfavourable but neither declining nor recovering. In rare cases, an interest feature might not be able to regain its original condition following a damaging activity, but a new stable state might be achieved.


Unfavourable – declining: Decline is another possible consequence of a damaging activity. In this case, recovery is possible and may occur either spontaneously or if suitable management input is made.


Partially destroyed: It is possible to destroy sections or areas of certain features or to destroy parts of sites with no hope of reinstatement because part of the feature itself, or the habitat or processes essential to support it, has been removed or irretrievably altered.


Destroyed: The recording of a feature as destroyed will indicate the entire interest feature has been affected to such an extent that there is no hope of recovery, perhaps because its supporting habitat or processes have been removed or irretrievably altered (Source - JNCC website http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-2272)
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