Geoglossum atropurpureum

-A new BAP fungus species PembrOkeShir C
Biodiversity

for Pembrokeshire

Four grassland fungi are listed as priority
species in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan.
Three of these have been recorded in
Pembrokeshire in recent years: Entoloma
bloxamii (Big Blue Pinkgill), Microglossum
olivaceum (Olive Earthtongue) and
Hygrocybe spadicea (Date-coloured
Waxcap). However, the fourth member,
Geoglossum atropurpureum (Dark-purple
Earthtongue) has eluded us - until now.

Over the last two years, members of the
Pembrokeshire Fungus Recording Network
have been documenting, collecting and
submitting voucher specimens in support of
a fungus DNA barcoding programme run by
Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew. Last autumn
a collection of earthtongues from the
Stackpole Warren NNR was determined
locally as being one of two rare, but very
similar, species. The specimens were
subsequently sent to Kew where the material
has now been determined as Geoglossum
atropurpureum.

Enthusiasts should note that there are in fact
eight different earthtongue species recorded
from Pembrokeshire - with little in the way of
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field characters to tell them apart: most rely
on microscopy for determination.

The presence of this fourth UKBAP grass-
land species helps to confirm the high qual-
ity of -gfirwaasxsclaapn d s 0 i
We look forward to finding more sites for
this elusive species in the future.

David Harries
Pembrokeshire Fungus Recording Network
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Westfield Pill Nature
Reserve: Gateway to the
Countryside

The final improvements to access at Westfield
Pill nature reserve have taken place with great
success. Locals to the area are now able to
cycle and walk easily through the reserve
without stumbling upon potholes and rough,
uneven stretches of cycle track.

This work was funded by Pembrokeshire
County Council who worked closely with the
Wildlife Trust on all aspects of the project,
mitigating for any disturbance that may have
been created. As much as the newly laid track
looks a little harsh at present, it will soon dull
down and fit more comfortably into its
surroundings.

- Westfield Pill. Photo: Nathan Walton

Fine scalpings have been laid down on top of
the bitumen so as to be more pleasing to the
eye and limestone has been spread along
parts of the cycle track and elsewhere to
encourage species such as Grass vetchling
and the Small blue butterfly to recolonise the
site.

Landscaping has also been implemented to
better protect Wal esbd
Bastard balm plant and an area of valuable
bird nesting habitat has been fenced and
gated so as to prevent disturbance from the
public. Westfield Pill has a good variety and
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Grass Vetchling.
Photo: Nathan Walton

abundance of bird life yet human pressure
and presence has certainly affected these
species over the years. Otters are another
key feature of the reserve with good sight-
ings to be had at dawn and dusk.

A meadow has also been created on the old
refuse tip which will be managed to encour-
age wild flowers to grow and provide suit-
able habitat for a variety of invertebrates.
Japanese knotweed has been, and contin-
ues to be treated preventing its spread onto
the reserve.

The re-vamped pathways have allowed visi-
tors who are less physically able better ac-
cess to this special site and encouraged
walkers and cyclists to venture further out of
Neyland.

rrg}g

f t he

Photo: Nathan Walton

anthony.rogers@pembrokeshire.gov.uk 01437764551

Biodiversity Wales 2

$ I Lo N




We have had a good response from locals
although we must still stress the need for dog
walkers to keep their pets on a lead or under
strict control at all times in order that wildlife
iS not scared off.

As much as the Wildlife Trust actively
encourages people into the countryside to
gain a better insight into the wildlife that can
be found on their doorsteps, the issue of dog
fouling is getting worse. Westfield Pill is one
of many urban reserves that suffer from this,
with most of the dog waste ending up in bags
hanging from bushes along the path, even
though waste bins are provided at entrances
to the reserve.

Nathan Walton who manages the reserves
says fAl shalll not go
heated on this subject however | would rather
people just flick the mess to the side of the
path and into the bushes as opposed to going
through the effort of putting it in a bag only to
then fling it into the vegetation. None-the-
less, we of course welcome responsible dog
owners to all our reserves, of which, the

maj ority are.o

There has been talk amongst some conserva-
tion organizations to ban dogs from entering
nature reserves. It would be a shame if we ever
had to implement these measures due to the
poor manners of a few dog owners.

Plastic left lying around the countryside is not
only unsightly but can cause serious harm to
wildlife. A recent example is of a Peregrine fal-
con who had ingested a plastic bag and as a
consequence had died.

Nathan Walton
Wildlife Trusts Wales
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