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FIGURE 6 – WATERBODIES WITHIN 500M OF THE SITE 
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FIGURE 7- UKHAB MAP
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FIGURE 8 – ECOLOGICAL CONSTRAINTS AND 

OPPORTUNITIES PLAN 
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Legislation 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) transpose Council 

Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Flora and 

Fauna (“The Habitats Directive”) and elements of Directive 2009/147/EC on the Conservation of 

Wild Birds (“the Birds Directive”) into UK law. 

The 2017 Regulations consolidate the various amendments made to the Conservation (Natural 

Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 in respect of England and Wales. The regulations provide for: 

 Designation and protection of European Sites (Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and Special Area 

of Conservation (SAC)) including the need for Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Proposals; 

 Protection of European Protected Species; 

 Adaptation of planning and other controls for the protection of European Sites; and 

 Make if an offence (subject to exceptions) to deliberately capture, kill, disturb, or trade in the 

animals listed in Schedule 2. 

It is also a matter of UK policy that Ramsar sites – those sites designated through the Ramsar 

Convention 1976 for wetlands of international importance – are assessed under the same process. 

These requirements are also extended to the consideration of effects on sites that are proposed for 

designation under the Habitats Regulations, such as potential SPAs (pSPA) and candidate SACs 

(cSAC). 

No steps that will impact upon a European Protected Species (EPS) or its habitat can be undertaken 

unless by a European Protected Species issued by the relevant Statutory Nature Conservation 

Body, in Wales this is Natural Resources Wales. Such a licence is not granted until after planning 

consent has been granted once Natural Resources Wales are satisfied that adequate measures are 

to be put in place to mitigate for the impact of the development.  

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) is the primary legislation which protects 

animals, plants and habitats within the UK. 

The Act comprises four parts: 

 Covers the protection of wildlife, including birds, their nests and eggs, wild animals, mammals 

and wild plants; 

 Extends to the countryside and national parks, and the designation of protected areas including 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI); 

 Covers public rights of way, including footpaths and bridleways; and, 

 Deals with miscellaneous provisions such as offences. 

Schedules 1 (birds) and 5 (animals) of the Act identify species of bird and other animal in relation to 

which the Act makes killing, injury, taking and disturbance an offence while Schedule 8 to the Act 

lists species of plant in relation to which the Act makes it an offence to intentionally pick, uproot or 

destroy. 
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Section 14(2) of the Act makes it an offence to cause any species of animal or plant listed in 

Schedule 9 of the Act to grow in the wild. Of these species, those encountered frequently in land 

development and regeneration projects include Japanese knotweed, giant hogweed, and Himalayan 

balsam. 

The Act further provides for notification and confirmation of Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 

for their flora, fauna, geological or physiographical features. It also contains measures for the 

protection and management of SSSIs. 

The act has been amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000. 

Environment (Wales) Act 2016  

Section 7 of the Environment (Wales) Act has replaced the Section 42 of the NERC Act 2006 in 

Wales. Section 7 lists the living organisms and types of habitat in Wales which are considered to be 

of key significance to sustain and improve biodiversity in relation to Wales.  

The Act states that Welsh Ministers must take all reasonable steps to maintain and enhance the 

living organisms and types of habitat included in any list published under this section and encourage 

others to take such steps. 

The Hedgerow Regulations 1997 

The Hedgerow Regulations are made under Section 97 of the Environment Act 1995 and came into 

operation on 1st of June 1997. They aim to protect important hedgerows in the countryside by 

controlling their removal through a system of notification to the Local Planning Authority. 

A hedgerow can only be considered for classification as “important” if it, or the hedgerow of which 

the section belongs to is over 20m in length (or which meets a hedgerow at either end) and has 

existed for 30 years or more. 

Badgers 

Badgers are protected under the Protection of Badgers Act (1992) which makes the following 

actions illegal: 

 To wilfully kill, injure, take or possess a badger, 

 The reckless and/or intentional cruelty of a badger, 

 Interference with a badger sett by damaging or destroying it, 

 Obstruction of access to, or any entrance of a badger sett; and 

 Disturbance of badger when it is occupying a sett. 

Bats 

Bats and their roosts are afforded a high level of protection under the Conservation of Habitats and 

Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) (the ‘Habitat Regulations’), the legislation means that it is 

an offence to: 

Deliberately capture, injure or kill a wild bat;  

Deliberately disturb wild bats; ‘disturbance of animals includes in particular any disturbance which is 

likely: 

(a) to impair their ability —  

(i) to survive, to breed or reproduce, or to rear or nurture their young; or  
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(ii) in the case of animals of a hibernating or migratory species, to hibernate or migrate; or  

(b) to affect significantly the local distribution or abundance of the species to which they belong.’ and 

Damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place used by this species. 

Protection is also afforded under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) with respect 

to disturbance of animals when using places of shelter, and obstruction of access to places of 

shelter. 

Birds 

Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981, states that all wild birds are protected. Under the WCA, it 

is an offence to kill, injure or take any wild bird, to take damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird, 

or to take or destroy the egg of any wild bird. A special penalty is levied to any of the above offences 

being committed in conjunction with a bird listed on Schedule 1 of the WCA. It is also an offence if a 

person disturbs any bird listed on Schedule 1 while it is building a nest, is on or near a nest 

containing young, or disturbs dependent young of such a bird. 

The recent Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 has made it an offence to intentionally or 

recklessly disturb Schedule 1 species as above, and also an offence to intentionally or recklessly 

take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird or its eggs or dependent young. 

Great crested newt 

Great crested newts are protected under Annex II and IV of the EC Council Directive 92/43/EEC 

1992 “Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild Fauna and Flora” (Council Directive 92/43/EEC). 

as a European Protected Species (EPS), The Protection is given to all stages of the amphibians’ life 

cycle e.g. Adults, Sub Adults, eft and eggs. This legislation has been transposed into UK legislation 

through Section 41 under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2018 (as 

amended). 

Regulation 41 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 makes it an offence to: 

 Deliberately take (capture), injure or kill a newt; 

 Deliberately disturb great crested newts in a way that would affect its ability to survive, breed or 

rear young, hibernate or migrate or significantly affect the local distribution or abundance of the 

species; 

 Damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of a great crested newt; 

 Possess or control any live or dead specimen or anything derived from a great crested newt; and, 

 Intentionally take or destroy the eggs of a great crested newt. 

 In addition to the above protection great crested newts in the UK are protected under Schedule 5 

of the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) (as amended). It lists the following as additional 

offences: 

 Disturbance of an animal whilst occupying a place which it uses for shelter or protection; 

 Obstruct access to any structure or place which an animal uses for shelter; and, 

 Possess or control any live or dead specimen or anything derived from a great crested newt. 

The above legislation applies to all life-stages of the species, from egg through larvae to sub-adults 

and adult newts. 

Reptiles 
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In England all native species of reptile, including common lizard Zootoca vivipara, slow worm Anguis 

fragilis, sand lizard Lacerta agilis, grass snake Natrix helvetica, adder Vipera berus and smooth 

snake Coronella austriaca, are protected under the Wildlife & Countryside Act (1981) as amended, 

making it an offence to intentionally kill or injure any species. 

Additional protection is afforded to the sand lizard and smooth snake under Regulation 41 of the 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 under which they are listed as European 

Protected Species making it an offence to: 

 Deliberately capture, injure or kill these reptile species; 

 Deliberately disturb these reptile species; or, 

 Damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of these reptiles; this applies whether the 

animals are present or not. 

Water Voles 

Water voles receive protection in the UK as a result of both legislation and planning policies. This 

section outlines the primary legislation protecting bats. All of the information below is relevant to this 

bat report and to the work proposed at the development site. 

Water voles are listed on Schedule 5 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and are 

afforded full protection under Section 9 of the Act. Under this legislation it is an offence to: 

 Intentionally kill, injure or take (capture) a water vole. 

 Possess or control a live or dead water vole, or any part of a water vole. 

 Intentionally damage, destroy or obstruct access to any structure or place that a water vole uses 

for shelter or protection, or disturb water voles while they are occupying such a place. 

 Sell, offer for sale or advertise for a living or dead water vole. 

Water voles are also listed under Section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 

(2006) and are also priority species in the UK post-2010 Biodiversity Framework. Water Vole is a 

priority species in Cambridgeshire. 

The purpose of the legislation is to maintain and restore water vole populations within their natural 

range. This implies that the habitats on which they rely, and the ecology of their life cycles should 

not be compromised by human activities. Where activities have the potential to compromise water 

vole populations, measures are required to be put in place to avoid impacts or compensate and 

mitigate for those impacts. 

National Planning Policy 

The following key planning documents are considered to be of relevance. 

Planning Policy Wales (PPW) Editon 12 (2024) 

The primary objective of PPW is to ensure that the planning system contributes towards the delivery 

of sustainable development. Chapter 6 of the PPW sets out measures in respect of biodiversity and 

ecological networks and expands upon implementing the Section 6 duty under the Environment 

(Wales) Act 2016. The PPW states that development must: 

Demonstrate Net Benefit for Biodiversity through application of the step-wise approach, including 

acknowledgement of off-site compensation measures as a last resort, and need to consider 

enhancement and long-term management at each step. 
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Consider trees and woodlands in closer alignment with the stepwise approach, along with promoting 

new planting as part of development based on securing the right tree in the right place. 

The proposing development will also have a duty to undertake a Green Infrastructure Assessment. 

‘The Green Infrastructure Assessment should be used to develop a robust approach to maintaining 

and enhancing biodiversity, increasing ecological resilience and improving well-being outcomes, and 

should identify key strategic opportunities where the retention, maintenance, buffering, restoration, 

creation and connection of green features and functions would deliver the most significant benefits.’ 

Well‑being of Future Generations Act 2015 

The Well‑being of Future Generations Act places a duty on public bodies to carry out sustainable 

development. “Sustainable Development” means the process of improving the economic, social, 

environmental and cultural well‑being of Wales by taking action, in accordance with the sustainable 

development principle, aimed at achieving the well‑being goals.  

As such in taking planning decisions the planning authority must clearly state the reasons for the 

decision. Those proposing development also have a responsibility to provide sufficient information to 

enable the decision maker to make an informed judgement on whether the proposed development is 

sustainable (i.e. contributes to social, economic, environmental and cultural well‑being). 

Local Planning Policy 

This site falls within the area covered by the Pembrokeshire County Council. The Pembrokeshire 

Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) 2011, provides a framework within which existing and new 

actions are co-ordinated to conserve and enhance biodiversity in Pembrokeshire, taking account of 

local and national priorities.  

In more recent years a Nature Recovery Action Plan for Pembrokeshire (PNP, 2018) has been 

produced by the Pembrokeshire Nature Partnership (PNP), which includes public bodies, private 

sector companies, charities, community groups and individuals with an interest in the protection and 

enhancement of natural resources in Pembrokeshire. This document provides the most current 

guidance for conserving and enhancing biodiversity in Pembrokeshire. Whilst it can be used to guide 

the members of the Partnership in setting their priorities for action, it is a guide for everyone to use.
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Photograph 1: modified grassland and buildings located 
on the south-west of the Site.  

Photograph 2:  bat droppings on window sill in 
Building 62  

 

 

 

 

Photograph 3: bat droppings in sink in Building 62  Photograph 4: hard standing (other developed 
land) located on the west of the Site.  
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Photograph 5: bat dropping in Building 46.  Photograph 6: other standing water located in the 
south-west of the Survey Area.  

 

 

Photograph 7: wet woodland with extensive three-
cornered garlic.  

 


