YOUR GIFT.
THEIR FUTURE.
A guide to
Welsh-Medium Education
in Pembrokeshire

The welsh language belongs
to all the people of Wales
No matter what your home language, your child
can access and thrive in Welsh-medium education.

PREZENT

rhodd

THINK OF languageS
LIKE THE WHEEL ON
A BICYCLE

One wheel
(one language)
can get you places…

So can a big wheel
and a little wheel…

CADEAU

gift

However, when your wheels
are nicely balanced and fully
inflated you’ll go farther!

Why is bilingualism important
for children in
Wales?

Cymraeg.
It belongs to us all
The Welsh language is one of Wales’
treasures and is part of what defines us as
people and as a nation.
Welsh is one of the oldest languages in
Europe.
As of September 2020, around 29% of the
population of Wales aged three or more
reported being able to speak Welsh, and
about 16% spoke Welsh daily.

It will affect the rest of their lives!
It is likely to...
• Affect a child’s identity

A thriving
Welsh language
The Welsh Government’s vision for the
Welsh language in Wales is to see, by 2050,
a million speakers using the language in
every aspect of their lives, and doubling the
percentage of people in Wales who speak
and use the language daily.

• Networks of friends and acquaintances

Bilingualism
increases
opportunities
and choices.
- Professor Colin Baker

• Schooling
• Employment
• Marriage
• Preferred area of residence
• Travel
• Thinking

SWITCH ON THE
BENEFITS OF
BILINGUALISM

WHAT IS WELSH-MEDIUM
EDUCATION?
By choosing Welsh-medium education your
child will achieve fluency in both Welsh and
English.
Welsh-medium education is offered across
Pembrokeshire within a reasonable distance
to your home.

The ability to speak and switch
between languages can boost a
child in many ways.

• Bilingualism strengthens cognitive
abilities
Being able to switch naturally between languages
makes children feel good about themselves and
their abilities and raises their self-esteem. When
learning any language, young children mix and
experiment with words – this doesn’t mean that
they’re confused, it’s part and parcel of learning.

• Bilinguals can be more open-minded
• Bilingual people tend to be more
creative and FLexible
• Bilinguals FInd it easier to focus on
a variety of tasks simultaneously

Welsh is the main language of the classroom
and the schoolyard in these schools.
Your child will study and socialise in Welsh.
Regardless of home language, your child will
be able to transfer easily to Welsh medium
secondary provision and by the end of Key
Stage 2 will have reached a standard in
English equivalent to that reached by pupils
in predominantly English medium schools.

DID YOU KNOW?
Increased demand and provision for
Welsh language education in areas of
Pembrokeshire such as Tenby, Pembroke
and Haverfordwest has resulted in an
increase in the number of Pembrokeshire
residents that say they can speak Welsh.

BILINGUALS

… tend to do better at school - this
may result from multiple factors e.g.
higher self esteem, creative thinking,
a wider worldview.
- Professor Colin Baker

… have a reduced
risk of memory loss
in later life.
- Dr Ellen Bialystak,
University of York,
Canada

… can outperform
children who speak
only one language in
problem-solving skills
and creative thinking.
- Research led at the
University of Strathclyde

Speaking two or more languages
on a regular basis from a young age can
have a positive effect on the brain.
… show more ability in
other subjects when
they are four and five
years old.
- Dr Ellen Bialystak,
University of York,
Canada

…find it easier
to learn a third
language.
- Professor
Colin Baker

… demonstrate better
executive control than
monolinguals. In children,
executive control is
central to academic
achievement and in turn,
academic success is a
significant predictor of
long term health and well
being.
- Dr. Ellen Bialystok

A whole
new
world
Being bilingual will open up two
worlds of experience for children.
Being able to speak Welsh will give your
child access to many aspects of Welsh
culture, history and identity.

Broaden
their horizons
• They can enjoy a rich culture that’s part
of our living heritage with a range of
festivals such as the eisteddfodau

• They can discover the vibrant Welsh
language music scene with some
incredible music to enjoy
• They’ll have a wider cultural experience
giving them a greater understanding of
lifestyle differences and tolerance towards
other cultures

Your child’s
Welsh language
journey
Cylch Meithrin
Playgroup

• They can discover celebrated Welshlanguage literature by inspirational
authors
• They’ll be able to read and write in two
languages to unleash their imagination
and creativity
• They can enjoy a whole range of TV
programmes and the colourful content
made especially for children by S4C
• They can be part of a rich community
life enjoying a whole host of activities
in Welsh, from building friendships on a
rugby field, to taking part in activities as
part of a club

Secondary School

The Welsh language is one
of the few things that
differentiates Wales from
the rest of the UK and it can
be a powerful link between
Welsh people everywhere

Cymraeg i blant
Welsh for kids
Further education /
World of work

Clwb Cwtsh
Taster programme

- Professor Colin Baker

Cylch Ti a Fi
Ti a Fi Group

Primary School

A solid
foundation
If you’re choosing Welsh-medium
education, there’s plenty of
support available to give your
child a solid foundation from
an early age.

Building
their future

pre-school
Cymraeg i blant - (Welsh for Children) Antenatal groups,
Massage groups, Baby yoga groups and Story and Song groups.
Clwb Cwtsh - Is a fun-filled taster programme aimed at parents
and extended family members, focusing on speaking Welsh with
young children. You don’t need to be able to speak or
understand any Welsh to join.
Cylch Ti a Fi - (Ti a Fi Group) Groups for parents and small
children where your child can enjoy playing and making friends
in a Welsh environment.
Nurseries - There are bilingual day nurseries that introduce
Welsh to children from the start, through activities in Welsh and
communicating in Welsh with the babies and small children.
Cylch Meithrin - (Playgroup) Education sessions and
development for two-year-old children up to school age. The
children have an opportunity to socialise and learn.
Nursery classes at school - Some Welsh-medium schools
have Nursery classes.

primary
PRIMARY
Children develop their language skills in
various fun and practical activities in the
Foundation Phase. Oral experiences are used
to help them to develop their reading and
writing skills. They are immersed in Welsh up
to the age of seven.
Welsh continues to be the main teaching
medium at Key Stage 2. English is introduced
at Year 3 and by the end of year 6, children will
have reached a standard in English equivalent
to that reached by pupils in predominantly
English medium schools.

Am I too late?
We have dedicated language centres in
Pembrokeshire for primary children who
have recently moved to the area or would like
to move to a Welsh-medium education. Our
language centres will support your child’s
transition to their new school by providing
Welsh language instruction and support.

Their license
to thrive!

SECONDARY
Children from Welsh medium primaries will
be able to transfer easily to Welsh medium
secondary provision regardless of home
language.
In exactly the same way as in primary
school, Welsh and English are taught
as individual subjects in Welsh-medium
education. Other subjects as well as extracurricular activities are taught through the
medium of Welsh. In this way, the young
person’s bilingualism is maintained and
developed throughout his education.

16+
Your child can choose to attend
6th form to study a range of
courses through the medium of
Welsh.
Studying Welsh as an A Level
subject could open doors to
careers in lots of different areas,
including health, sport, education,
journalism, marketing, finance,
science, design, and much, much
more.
Pembrokeshire College
The college offers a range of
opportunities to develop and
consolidate Welsh language

skills. From completing aspects
of the main qualification in Welsh
to taking part in Welsh themed
social activities, the Welsh
language team are here to guide
and support your child. We have
dedicated Bilingualism support
tutors and a team of Llysgenhadon
Cymraeg who are on hand to help
your child with their Cymraeg
journey.
Teachers or careers advisers will
be able to discuss options and
how Welsh can tie in with any
university courses, jobs or careers
your child might be considering.

The Welsh
language will
always be a benefit

HIGHER
EDUCATION
Welsh-medium courses have increased
over the past few years – both in traditional
academic areas and more vocational
subjects too. There are over 500 courses
you can choose from – law, design,
history, business, physics, and nursing to
name a few.
Choosing to study through the medium
of Welsh at university will enhance your
career and study options as well as open
the door to a new world at university and
beyond.

No matter what you end up doing, the Welsh
language will always be a benefit, whether you’re
staying in or Wales moving to the other side of
the world. Being bilingual can also help you learn
other languages and always looks good on a CV.

The Coleg Cymraeg Cenedlaethol works
with further education and universities
across Wales to ensure and develop more
Welsh-medium opportunities for learners,
students and apprentices in Wales. They can
support your child to ﬁnd suitable courses.
Did you know? You can apply for funding
to study through the medium of Welsh
at universities across Wales. The Coleg
Cymraeg Cenedlaethol offers scholarships
to undergraduate students who wish to
pursue degree courses at universities
across Wales.

A competitive
edge when job
seeking
Speaking two languages is an extra skill
to put on your application form
• Jobs advertised in Wales often ask for Welsh
as essential or desirable. If you have Welsh
language skills and the other candidates trying
for a job don’t then you’re already one step
ahead
• All public sector organisations in Wales have
to provide Welsh language services so this
makes Welsh-speaking employees an asset to
companies

82% of businesses in Wales say
that using the Welsh language
adds value to their services. An
increasing number of employers
are looking for staff with
bilingual skills.
A study by Professor Andrew
Henley revealed that employees
who can speak both Welsh
and English earn between
eight and 10% more than their
monolingual counterparts.

DID YOU KNOW?
Only 6% of the world speaks English as
a first language; 75% do not speak it at all

COMMON QUESTIONS
What if I don’t speak Welsh?
Don’t worry. Many children in Welsh-medium education in Pembrokeshire come from a non Welsh speaking background.
You’ll be well supported by your chosen school. They communicate with parents in both languages and there is plenty of
support to help with schoolwork.

Will learning Welsh affect my child’s English?
No! In fact, it may even help your child’s English. By learning two languages at the same time, children become aware
of how languages work in general. Recent results suggest that children who receive a bilingual education do better in
subjects across the curriculum – including English! Research shows that being able to speak and use two languages
improves a child’s ability to use and learn language in general.

Should I learn Welsh alongside my child?
Some parents, after choosing a Welsh-medium school for their child, decide to learn Welsh as well. It’s a great
opportunity to learn together, to practice your language skills on each other and spend quality time together. Learn Welsh
Pembrokeshire have a variety of courses that are suitable for learners at all levels.

Will I be able to help with homework later on?
Welsh-medium schools are well-equipped to support parents from non-Welsh speaking backgrounds with many different
tools to help you. Schools can send homework out bilingually, which will help to foster your child’s translation skills
and your child’s teacher will be more than happy to help you with your child’s homework. Research has also shown
that children who have to translate a task for their parents get a better understanding of the subject, as the process of
translation actually reinforces the subject in the child’s mind.

Bilingualism is
a privilege
and an opportunity.

Shwmae

- Antonella Sorace, Professor
of Developmental Linguistics,
Edinburgh University

Hello

Give your child
a bright future.
Give them the gift of
Welsh-medium education.

Provided by Pembrokeshire’s
Welsh-Medium Education
Department.

